



Revised March 15, 2006.  
Constitution and By-Laws
Of the
Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club
Article I
Name
The name of the corporation henceforth will be:  Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club.
Article II
The purpose for which the corporation is organized are:
The betterment of Hunting Retrievers as a whole, to influence the breeding of a better and finer Hunting Retriever, to support and protect inherent rights of American Citizens to own Hunting Retrievers and to hunt and bear arms in that regard, to promote the breed and type of Hunting Retriever of their choice, and to promote complimentary conservation and management of game birds and wildlife species commonly pursued by hunters in general and members of the Hunting Retriever Club.
To do and engage in any and all lawful activities that may be incidental or reasonably necessary to any of the foregoing purposes and to have and exercise all other powers and authority now and hereafter conferred upon non-profit corporations under the laws of the State of Michigan.  Provided, further, that in all events and in all circumstances, and not withstanding merger, consolidation, reorganization, termination, dissolution, or winding up of this corporation, voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, the following provisions shall apply:
1) No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, directors, shareholders, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services actually made to or for this corporation, and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes herein set forth.
2) No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall consist of carrying on any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office, nor shall it engage in any activities that are unlawful under the laws of the United State of America or of the State of Michigan, or any jurisdiction where such activities are carried on, nor shall it engage in any transaction defined at the time as prohibited under Section 503 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
3) Not withstanding any other provisions of these Articles the corporation shall not carry on any activities that are not permitted to be carried on by:
Article III
a) A Corporation exempt from Federal income tax under section 501 C 3 or 501 C 7 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
b) A Corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 C 2 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
4) This corporation shall never be operated for the purpose of carrying on a trade or business for profit.  Neither the whole nor any part of the portion at the assets of net earnings of this corporation shall be used, nor shall this corporation be organized or operated for purposes that are not exclusively within the meaning of section 501 C 3 or Section 501 C 7 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.
5) All applications shall be considered for enrollment, regardless of race, religion, color, sex or national origin.
Article IV
Membership
Section A.  Any breeder, owner and or fancier of Hunting Retrievers regardless of sex, race, creed or color may be eligible for membership in said organization, subject to approval by the Executive Committee.
Section B. The annual membership dues shall be payable on January 1st of each year.
Section C.  All Officers and Directors shall also pay dues.
Section D.  Upon the signed recommendation of one club member, seconded by another member and by a three-fourths vote by secret ballot at the next Annual General Membership Meeting, Life Membership can be conferred upon an adult member of the club who shall have rendered outstanding service and magnanimous standards to the Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club.  A Life Membership shall be entitled to all privileges of any member in the organization without paying annual dues.
Article V
Voting
Section A.  All members in good standing with Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club are eligible to vote on club issues at general membership meetings.
Section B.  All members in good standing with the National Hunting Retriever Club are eligible to vote on national issues.  A roll call may be deemed necessary to determine those in good standing.  

Section C.  Absentee ballots shall be used under the following circumstances:
1) annual election of officers
2) changes made in the by-laws
3) capital purchases over $300.00
(Capital expenses are monies spent in fixed assets such as equipment, machinery, etc., but excluding current or operating expenses).

Section D.  Notification of voting issues by absentee ballot will be sent out to each member in good standing.  All ballots not received by the Secretary prior to floor vote, are null and void.
Section E.  All business placed on the floor for vote at general membership meeting, unless stipulated elsewhere in the by-laws, will be passed or failed by simple majority.  All voting procedures are governed by Roberts Rules of Order.  The Secretary shall record the voting count in the minutes.
Article VI
                  Electing and Removing Officers and Directors. 
Section A.  Any member of the Club may be expelled by a majority of the members present at a general membership meeting, in which said person has been duly notified, for conduct word, deed or act that is deemed detrimental to said Club.  Voting shall be by secret ballot.
Section B.  The Board of Directors shall consist 9 members.  The term of offices shall be for 2 years, with 3 new members being elected to the Board each year.
Section C.  At a meeting prior to the Annual General Membership Meeting, the nominations of candidates will be announced and all members will be notified of such candidates.  Any member unable to attend the Annual General Membership Meeting may complete an absentee ballot and return it to the Secretary.  Voting procedures will be followed as stipulated under Article IV of these by-laws.  Nominations may be taken from the floor.    
Section D.  The officers shall be elected by secret ballot or show of hands.  Term of office shall be one year and shall begin immediately following the Annual General Membership Meeting, with the exception of Director. (Article VI, Sec

Section E.  No member shall hold more than one office at a time.
Article VII
Executive Board Duties
Section A.  The Executive Committee shall perform general administration duties as well as supervise the affairs of the Club between its business meeting, fix the time and place of meetings, make recommendation to the Club and shall perform such other duties as are specified in these by-laws.
Section B.  Executive Board meetings may be held each month, at such hour and place as may be designated by the Board of Directors.  The quorum for such meeting shall be 50% plus one.
Section C.  Special Club meetings may be called by the President, or by a majority vote of the members of the Board or shall be called by the Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by 20% of the club, who are in good standing.  The foresaid meeting will be held at such place, date, and hour as may be designated by the persons authorized herein to call such a meeting.  Written notice of such meetings shall be mailed by the Secretary at least 10 days and not more than 15 days prior to the date of the meeting, and said notice shall state the purpose of the meeting and no other club business may be transacted.  The quorum for such a meeting shall be 20% of the members in good standing.
Article   VIII
General Membership Meetings
Section A.  General membership meetings of the club shall be held as ordered by the club or the Executive Committee.  The location will be determined by the Executive Committee.  The Annual General Membership Meeting shall be held for the purpose of electing officers, receiving reports of officers and committees and for any other business that may arise.  A quorum of 7 members, in good standing, must be present at general membership meetings.  Meetings may be held each month, at such hour and place as may be designated by the Board of Directors.  Written notice of each meeting shall be mailed at least 10 days prior to the scheduled date of the meeting.
Section B.  All general membership meetings shall be open to all paid up members.

Section C.  All business submitted by vote to the general membership shall be decided by a majority vote of the members present at the general membership meeting, except as otherwise stipulated in this constitution.

Section D.  At the Annual General Membership Meeting, a projected budget may be requested from the new Treasurer to be presented at the next general membership meeting.
Section E.  An attempt shall be made by all Board members to attend board and general membership meetings.  If there becomes an unforeseen conflict by a Board member, said Board member should contact the President of said absence.  Repeated absence from meetings will be brought before the board.  If a solution cannot be resolved, a replacement may be deemed necessary.
Article IX 

Auditing Committee
Section A.  An auditing committee shall be elected each year prior to the Annual General Membership Meeting to audit the Treasurer’s account and report to the general membership at the Annual Meeting.
Article X
Affiliation
Section A.  The Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club shall be affiliated with the United Kennel Club, Inc. and the Hunting Retriever Club, Inc.  There shall be no other affiliation with any other registered office, club, or groups.  This Article of this Constitution SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE….

Article XI

Duty of Officers and Directors

Section A.  President

The President serves as the presiding officer and spokesman of this club.  He/she shall preside over all meetings of the membership and executive committee.

As Executive and managerial head of this club, he/she shall be responsible for the preservation and maintenance of the highest principles of the club.  The President shall serve as an ex officio member of all committees except for the nominating committee.  

Article XII

As an ex officio member of committees, the President has the same rights as the other committee members but is not obligated to attend meetings of the committees.

The incumbent serves as administrative head of this club and acts under the immediate direction of the executive committee or assembly.  The President is responsible for the day to day administration of the club between executive committee or general membership meetings.  The President may vote only to make or break tie, unless otherwise stipulated in Roberts Rules of Order.  The home of the club office will be the residence of the President.  He/she is also responsible for maintaining the club’s insurance policy in accordance with approval by the membership.    

Section B.  Vice-President

The Vice-President assists the President in directing, coordinating and controlling activities of the club.  The President and Vice-President shall work closely together endeavoring to keep lines of communication open to insure the Vice-President is kept informed.  The Vice-President shall serve in an advisory capacity to the President on issues needing consultation.  In the absence of the President, the Vice-President accedes to the Presidential office on the resignation, removal, death, or disability of the President.  All other positions on the board may be elected or appointed by the Executive Board as they deem necessary.

The Vice-President is charged with the following responsibilities:

1) Coordinate all benefit and other special non-recurring events sponsored by the club.

2) Chair the Annual General Membership Meeting location committee.

3) Accept other responsibilities as assigned by the President.

The Vice-President serves in an active capacity in managing the functions of the club.  Therefore, it is important that the incumbent is competent to perform the duties thereof.

Section C.  Secretary

The duties of the Secretary are:

1) To keep a record of all the proceedings of the organization, usually called minutes.

2) Maintain records of all club correspondence and papers pertinent to the general operation of the club.

3) To take minutes and make them available to the general membership upon request.

Article XIII

4) To maintain a record book in which minutes are recorded and any amendments to these documents are properly recorded, and to have all current and available at every meeting.

5) To preside in the absence of the President and Vice-President at all club meetings with the same power vested in the President.

Section D.  Membership Secretary

This position carries non-board privileges, although the Membership Secretary may attend Executive Board meetings.  In general membership meetings, all privileges entitled to a member in good standing is in effect.

The Membership Secretary is charged with the following responsibilities:

1) Directly responsible to the Executive Board.

2) Works closely with the Club’s Secretary, and keeps him/her up to date.

3) In charge of the organization of the official membership roll.

4) Works with the general membership in maintaining dues current.

5) Accepts new applicants and keeps the board aware of current status.

Section E.  Treasurer

The incumbent shall hold funds deposited with him/her and distribute them as bills are received.  The Treasurer is required to keep current, as nearly as possible a balance of club funds at all times.  He/she is required to make a full financial report annually.  This report will be audited annually prior to the Annual General Membership Meeting.  Additional interim reports will be made as deemed necessary.  The Treasurer serves as a member of the Executive Committee and has full privileges thereof, i.e. voting rights, motion rights, debate rights, etc.

Section F.  Executive Committee

Members of this Committee and Board of Directors will participate in the decision making process and the general supervision of affairs of the club between it’s business meetings.

The incumbents actively participate in meetings of the Executive Committee, Board of Directors and membership in expressing their views, concern, and motions.  

Article XIV

Section G.  Board of Directors

The Board of Directors will be responsible for scheduling and finding areas to hold fun trials, as instructed by the President.  A Director will serve on special committees to consider, investigate, or take action on certain matters or subjects pertinent to administration of this club

Article XV
Vacancies

Section A.  Any vacancies occurring on the board or among the executive officers during the year, shall be filled until the next Annual General Membership Meeting, by a majority vote of all the then members of the board at the time of the vacancy, or a special board meeting called for that purpose.  A vacancy in the Executive Committee can be filled by appointing someone by the President, until a special board meeting can be held.

Article XVI

Amendments

Section A.  This constitution may be amended at any General Membership Meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members present in favor of the amendment.  Exception to this article are Articles I, and X. This constitution and its provisions shall support the mission and purpose of the National Hunting Retriever Club, Inc.  

Article XVII

Parliamentary Proceedings

Section A.  Roberts Rules of Order shall be accepted as the basis of parliamentary procedure in all meetings of the Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club.  The President shall have a working knowledge of these rules.

Article XVIII

Use of Club Name and Logo

Section A.  The personal use of the name and /or logo of Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club shall be prohibited.  Any use of the club name and/or logo can only be authorized and approved by the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee.  Any unauthorized use of the club name and/or logo shall result in expulsion from the club.  (Michigan State Laws and the Internal Revenue Service prohibit any such action in a non-profit corporation, such as Great Lakes HRC.)

Article XIX

Sale of Club Items

Section A.  Certain items for sale are deemed a normal and regular business.  These items are T-shirts, jackets, pins, sweatshirts, etc.  Items such as poppers live and dead birds may be sold to club members or HRC members by the President and/or Board of Directors when it is deemed that supplies are plentiful and/or does not put the club in short supply.






   Article XX





                   Dissolution 

The club may be dissolved by written consent of no less than two-thirds of the members in good standing.  Other than for purposes of reorganization, whether voluntary, involuntary or by operation of law, upon the dissolution of the corporation the board of directors shall after paying or making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all the assets of the corporation exclusively for the purpose of the corporation in such a manner, solely for charitable, educational, religious or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization under section (501) c (3) of the internal revenue code, or as such clubs or organizations under section 501 c (7) of the internal revenue code, as the board of directors shall determine.  

